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Pharmaceutical Abbreviations 

This web page contains abbreviations and symbols that are commonly used by doctors when writing a 
prescription. In addition to the standard pharmaceutical abbreviations, we've included a few abbreviations 
used with clinical trials. 

If you don't find what you are looking for here, try the /EGIS Medical Glossary . 



a. c. 

before eating (ante cibum) 

ad lib. 

as much as wanted (ad libitum) 

b. i.d. 

two times a day (bis in die) 

b.i.w. 

two times a week 

DOT 

direct observational therapy 

d. t.d.no. 

give doses (dentur talis doses numus ) 

e. m.p. 

in the manner prescribed (ex modo praescripto) 

ft. 

make (fac, fiat, fiant) 

gm. 

gram 

gtt. 

drop, drops (gutta, guttae) 

h. 

hour 

h.s. 

at bedtime (hora somni) 

ID 

intradermal 

IL 

intralesional 

IM 

intramuscular 

IN 

intranasal 

IND 

investigational new drug (US FDA designation) 

IU 

international unit 

IV 

intravenous 

kg. 

kilogram 

m. 

month 

m.ft. 

mix and make (miscre et fiat) 

M9 

microgram 

mg. 

milligram 

ml. 

milliliter 

m.t. 

send like this (mitte talis) 

MTD 
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maximum tolerated dose 
n.r. (non rep.) 

do not repeat (non repetatur) 

o.d. 

right eye (oculo dextro) 

o.s. 

left eye (oculo sinistra) 

o.u. 

each eye (oculo utro) 

P 

after (post) 

p.c. 

after meals (post cibum) 

peg. 

picogram 

p.o. 

taken by mouth 

p.r.n. 

as necessary (pro re nata) 

q._h. 

every hours (quaque 4 horae) ("q4h" would mean "every four hours") 

q.d. 

every day (quaque die) 

q._d. 

every days ("q9d" would mean "every nine days") 

q.i.d. 

four times a day (quarter in die) 

q.i.w. 

four times a week 

q.m. 

every month 

q.o.d. 

every other day 

q.o.w. 

every other week 

q.s. ad 

a sufficient quantity to make (quantum sufficiat ad) 

q.w. 

every week 

SC 

subcutaneous 

s.o.s. 

if needed (si opus sit) 

ss 

one half (semis) 

stat. 

immediately (statim) 

t.i.d. 

three times a day (ter in die) 

t.i.w. 

three times a week 

tal. 

of such (talis) 

ut diet. 

as directed (ut dictum) 

WNL 

within normal limits 



This information is designed to support, not replace, the relationship that exists between you and your doctor. 
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